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December 15, 2005

“Alone and our voice is small. — Stand together and we will be heard.” Barbara Bowen, NAM
“Many voices make a platform on which all of us can stand” - Murna Lindsey, NAM

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
To our Jewish friends: “Happy Hanukkah”. To everyone else “Happy Holidays”.
May the God of us all bless you and keep you in the years ahead. May he protect and nurture your words, 
thoughts and deeds as you try to make each day better for those around you.
From Barbara, George, Dan, Norma, Murna, Ron, Lois, Frank, John, Jackie, and all of us here at NAM.

Why I Joined a Camping Club

I joined a camping club expecting that I 
would find their campgrounds to be better 
maintained than the average public facility. 
I expected more organized recreational 
activities. I expected that a club with 
multiple campgrounds would provide a way 
to stay in occasional touch with friends I 
made as I traveled and still provide a way 
for me to meet new ones.  This has been a 
happy time in my life - mostly.

Camping clubs are NOT a way to save 
money, no matter what the salesperson 
says. Some people I trust insist that they 
have found a way to save money with this 
kind of membership but all of these are 
full-timers who spend at least 6 months 
out of the year on the road.

I have always known that the time would 
come when I would no longer be able to go 
camping as much, that I would have to get 
rid of the membership.

I still go camping - just not as much. I 
joined Passport America (there are others) 
and I get a discount at participating 
campgounds. Where else but at a 
campground can you meet so many good 
honest and friendly people.

See you down the road.

	 Dan

A Promise

Is a Promise

We promised, back in 1996, that we would 
do all we could to help people who were 
being bullied and cheated by Thousand 
Adventures (TAI). We stuck it out for about 
10 years, so far, and we’re doing all we 
can.

We quickly learned that the TAI schemes 
were only the tip of the iceberg. Several 
other companies were doing the same kind 
of high-pressure tricks to get money from 
their victims.

They succeeded in their efforts by 
convincing us each that we were alone in 
any effort to resist their pressure. It would 
be easier, they would say, to pay, each 
year, than to hire an attorney.

I remember little Jackie Bryant crying at a 
campground when they attacked her and 
her husband Gill. I asked her what was 
wrong. “Why are you crying?”.

“I’m not crying”, she said. “I’m MAD!”

(See page 2 - Keeping Our Promise)

RV Campers’ Bill of Rights..................page 3 
Note from Doug Napier.............................2
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Jackie, myself, and several others 
organized a meeting of over 300 people 
who were also upset with the tactics of 
that company and decided to do something 
about it.

We hired an attorney in Florida (Mr. 
Zussman) to protect us in the TAI Florida 
bankruptcy and Mr. Napier, in Iowa, to go 
after the parent company, its subsidiaries, 
and associates.

The owner has since spent time in jail and 
his lieutenants have spread to the four 
winds...

We set up telephone “Hot Lines” and 
soon started getting calls from victims of 
other companies: 5 Star in Mississippi, All 
Seasons (ASR) of California, President’s 
Travel Club a subsidiary of ASR, and 
several others. “What can I do?” people 
would ask. We tell them what others have 
done, successfully, to stop the harassment.

We formed partnerships and liaisons 
with Attorneys General in several states, 
with the US Federal Trade Commission, 
the US Department of Justice, individual 
attorneys, and others to work on individual 
cases and on efforts to identify and stop 
these kinds of abuse.

I’m still amazed at the amount of sacrifice 
individuals will make to help others in need 
of support; what others will do to let their 
neighbors know that they are not lone in 
the face of this kind of adversity.

I am also sad that some people are too 
easily intimidated into forking over their 
life savings, their limited and sometimes 
fixed income. I’m sad that some have had 
to choose between buying the medicine 
they need or paying the abusive scam 
artists “dues money” every year - until 
they die - for a campground membership 
that they can no longer afford to use.

We promised we would do what we can - 
We’re not done yet...

Dan Hopper 
for  
NAM

Keeping Our Promises

Merry Christmas, Happy New Year 
from 

Doug Napier, Attorney for the TAI Class Action

It’s been a long hard pull. It appears that NAM hasn’t given up and neither have I. 

I pray that you will have a Merry Christmas and a Happy and Prosperous new year.

I hope to have an important update to the class-actiion lawsuit by next April when their next 
newsletter comes out.

Douglas H. Napier 
NAPIER, WOLF & NAPIER 
607 Eighth Street 
Suite One 
Fort Madison, IA 52627
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We at NAM believe that every campground member is entitled 
to the following rights. We believe that these rights can be 
enforced, in court if necessary, by any reasonably competent 
attorney. We are in the process of coordinating complaints 
against several camping clubs for violating laws and federal 
rules upon which these rights are based.

We believe that campground members:

for 
Campground Members

Are entitled to the use of campground facilities in accordance with the terms of their 
membership contract as long as their dues/maintenance fees are current.

Should expect the campground owner and the operator to live up to all the terms of 
the membership contract.

May terminate the membership agreement and dues obligation at will by notifying the 
owner or operator of their intentions to do so.

This assumes that you do not intend to use the campground facilities in the future. 
Note: The contract may specify the method to be used to cancel the membership.

NO ONE has the right to force you to pay annual dues “for the rest of your life” for a 
campground membership! Such a notion is absurd!

The only reasonable penalty for non-payment of dues is denial of use of the camping 
facilities.

Are NOT required to sell the membership to someone else in order to escape annual 
dues payments.

We will be happy to provide information and work with you and your attorney if you find 
yourself in court defending yourself against a company that tries to abuse these rights.

Anyone who tells you that you must pay dues or maintenance fees ‘until you die’ or else 
sell your membership to someone who will, is in our opinion, a liar and a criminal. We 
think they should be put in jail. So should any employer who allows such statements to 
be made.

Be Fair !

As long as the campground operator has reason to believe you will be using the facilities 
- they must maintain the facilities for your use. They have a right to expect you will pay 
your dues.

1. If your dues are current, and you notify them (preferably in writing) that you will no 
longer use their facilities and you will not be paying future dues - they have no valid 
reason to maintain the facilities for YOUR use nor to expect future dues payments from 
you.

2. If you do not pay your dues when due - it might reasonably be expected that you are 
simply late. They might feel an obligation to maintain the facilities for your use for no 
more than one additional dues cycle UNLESS your contract stipulates that non-payment 
of dues will result in cancellation of your membership or right to use the facilities.

www.natlassoc.org 
937-236-2882
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NAM was organized to advocate for ALL people who 
use campground resorts, condominiums, and timeshares.  
We want to stabilize and improve the rights of members.  
Many of us, speaking with one voice can make things 
change for the better.  NAM is that voice.  We will work 
with government agencies, campground resort owners/
developers, and others to stabilize, improve, and enforce 
your rights.

There is no fee for our newsletters nor any service we 
provide.  We do, however, depend on donations from 
people who believe in what we are doing.  We are registered 
with the government as a nonprofit organization and your 
donations are tax deductible. 

You can help.  Join the NAM — Make a Difference.  Send 
us the following information, it will not be provided to 
any non-government organization and will not be used for 
commercial purposes by anyone. 
Note:  NAM may "not" obligate you in any way to pay 
money for any purpose without your explicit consent.

Get in touch with us:
	 INTERNET SITE: 	http://www.natlassoc.org
	 eMail Address: 	chmn@natlassoc.org (or ‘.com)
	 Voice Nr: 	(937) 236-2882
Get the newsletter: (There is no cost to you.)
Send us 5 or 6 Self-addressed, Stamped, size #10 (Business 
Size) Envelopes to:

NAM Treasurer
4740 Silver Oak Street
Dayton, Ohio  45424-4650

— Please —
 Reproduce and Distribute
Copies of this Newsletter

This newsletter is provided for information and educational 
purposes by the National Association for Members.

Name: ____________________________________  

Street Address: _____________________________

City: ______________________________________ 

State: _____  Zip: ____________

email address: ______________________________

Phone: ( ______ ) ______ - ___________________

I am interested in supporting the NAM.  I want to:

___ Receive the NAM newsletter.

___ Reproduce/distribute my copy of the newsletter.

___ Make a donation to support NAM activities.  

	 I am enclosing a check for $ __________

___ Report on issues related to 
	 RV campers or timeshares

We also want your comments and suggestions.

Please send them to us at:
	 NAM 
	4 740 Silver Oak Street 
	 Dayton, OH  45424-4650

What is 
the National Association for Members (NAM)?

A really special Christmas...
I’ve been married to the same woman for 46 years. Not complaining, mind you. 
Just noting that after all these years - I still don’t know what to get her for 
Christmas. This year I’m going to get it right. I’m getting her things she asks for.

Just the other day she was complaining that the broom she uses to sweep the gally 
in our RV is worn out (Ah - hA). Later that same day she complained that soap and 
water just doesn’t get the bugs off the front of our RV. (Doesn’t that sound to 
you like a hint for a big jug of Protect-All?) Last month she complained that the 
skillet she uses to fix breakfast always sticks. (HMMmmmmm... a new skillet?) 

No more “Wrong color jewelry”, “Too big blouse size”, or “Underbritches that look 
like they’re made out of burlap”.

This year - I’m getting her what she wants!

		  Dan


